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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: • 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young (US 4706121) in view of Young et al (US 5532754) hereafter Young (754) and 
further in view of Yuen et al (US 5307173) 

Regarding claim 1, Young discloses a system for controlling a television tuner 
(fig 3) comprising: 

a control signal means for transmitting the second channel selection command to 
the television tuner for causing the tuner to tune to the selected television program (col 
7, lines 60 - 64 and col 20, lines 40 - 64) and 

an on-screen television scheduling system separate from the television tuner 
configured to generate a display of television schedule information including listings of 
television programs in a guide format and receive a user selection of a displayed 
television program listing as a first channel selection command unrecognizable by the 
television tuner (TV Receiver 126 of fig 3, col 7, line 60 to col 8, line 22, col 9, line 48 
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to col 10, line 10 and col 15, line 20 to col 16, line 44) 

However Young does not disclose command unrecognizable by the 
television tuner 

On the other hand Young (754) teaches a tv tuner to be non-responsive to 
remote controller cannel commands (col 20, lines 35 - 60) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate tv tuner to be non-responsive to remote controller cannel 
commands as taught by Young (754) into the system of Young in order to provide for 
easy retrieval and program playback. 

However the combination of Young and Young (754) does not disclose means 
coupled to the on-screen television scheduling system for converting the first channel 
selection command to a second channel selection command recognizable by the 
television tuner 

On the other hand, Yuen et al, teaches a conversion table stored in the memory 
for converting the assigned numbers of each cable channel of the television guide such 
as HBO, ESPN, etc. to the channel number of the local cable carrier in order to tune 
the VCR to the correct channel (col 16, line 53 to col 18, line 7) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the conversion table as taught by Yuen et al into the combined 
system of Young and Young ('574) in order to accurately record the television program 
in attended recording mode. 
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Regarding claim 2 the combination of Young, Young (754) and Yuen et al 
discloses all of the features of the instant invention as discussed in claim 1 above 
except for wherein the on-screen television scheduling system resides in a recording 
means. 

On the other hand, Yuen et al further teaches that another preferred embodiment 
of the invention is to embed the decoding means into various equipments associated 
with television, such as a video cassette recorder, cable box or satellite receiver 
because the decoding means would only have to be present in one of the equipments, 
such as the cable box, which would then at the appropriate time distribute the power 
command to the other equipments such as VCR and a satellite receiver to record the 
desired program (figs. 32 - 35, col 32, line 42 to col 33, line 16 and col 33, line 62 to 
col 34, line 45) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the capability of embedding the decoding means into various 
equipments associated with television as taught by Yuen et al into the combined 
system of Young and Young (754) in order to use only one controlling means in one of 
the equipments to control other equipments. 

Claim 3 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 2 above because 
Yuen et al teaches that the decoding means can be embedded in the cable decoder 
(figs. 32 - 35, col 32, line 42 to col 33, line 16 and col 33, line 62 to col 34, line 45) 

Claim 4 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above because 
Yuen et al teaches the claimed memory storing a conversion code for converting the 
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first channel selection command to the second channel selection command (col 16, 
line 53 to col 18, line 7) 

Regarding claim 5 Young discloses the claimed wherein the on-screen television 
scheduling system is configured to receive a desired activation time for the selected 
television program (col 7, line 60 to col 8, line 22, col 9, line 48 to col 10, line 10 and 
col 15, line 20 to col 16, line 44) 

Regarding claim 6 Young discloses the claimed wherein the control signal 
means transmits the second channel selection command at the activation time (col 7, 
lines 60 - 64 and col 20, lines 40 - 64) 

Regarding claim 7 Young discloses the claimed means for supplying recording 
commands to a recording means at the activation time (col 7, lines 60 to col 8, line 22 
and col 20, lines 40 - 64) 

Method claims 8-14 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in 
apparatus claims 1 - 7 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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